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could be obtained in optically pure form. The absolute stereochemistry of the major ejco-adduct was determined by single crystal X-ray analysis (see ref.
2) which showed that the carbonyl group had in effect the exo orientation and the addition of the diene had ocurred to the Re-Re face of the double bond. Nevertheless, the absolute stereochemistry of the major endo-aááuct was assumed by mechanistic considerations by taking into account that the attack of the diene would take place from the Re-Re face of the dienophile which is sterically less hindered, as in the case of major cjco-adduct. Now, the single crystal X-ray analysis of the major endo-dàâuct has been carried out in order to determine unambiguously the absolute configuration at the new chiral С atoms formed in the Diels-Alder reaction.
The X-ray analysis for the title compound confirms the previously assigned stereochemistry at the chiral centres CI, C2, C3 and C4. The absolute configuration is deduced from the known 5 stereochemistry of the chiral carbon at C16, which originates from D-isopropylideneglyceraldehyde. In the e.ido-adduct the norbornyl group shows distortion from C2v {mm!) symmetry of the parent hydrocarbon. The twisting can be seen from the C1-C2-C3-C4 and C4-C5-C6-C1 torsion angles of 3.9(3) and 1.5(4)°, respectively. The displacements of the atoms in the aproximately planar oxazolone ring from the least-squares plane vary from 0.012 (2) for N to -0.032(3) for C2. The exocyclic bond angles about the cabonyl C8-01 group differ by 11.7°, the largest value being for the 01-C8-C2 angle 
